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was not a secret locked in his own breast. He gave proof
in a succession of public speeches of the progress he was
making, of the conclusions he was forming, of the principles
he would follow, after he had taken charge of the work
awaiting him in his new sphere.

But before that stage was reached he had to receive the
congratulations of his friends and admirers at home. The
congratulations of the Bar, offered in his own Court on
nth January, 1921, were particularly cordial and obviously
sincere.

The Lord Chief Justice, in reply, said: " Mr. Attorney,
I thank you with all my heart for the congratulations which
you, as head of the Bar in England, have addressed to me in
your accustomed charming and felicitous language. I will
not treat this as a farewell address. I prefer the tone,
Mr. Attorney, which you have adopted, of a congratulatory
address. That I shall have to leave this place, and within
a very short time is, of course, certain, as my acceptance of
the Viceroyalty of India necessarily entails my resignation
of this position.

" During the ^course of your observations, many
memories crowded through my mind. Thoughts surged
which are, perhaps, a little difficult to control. I shall
strive in the very few words that I still wish to address to
you and the Bar of England to express myself very simply,
disentangling the thoughts that are in me at the moment,
feeling that the emotion that is stirred in me can only
truly be expressed by the symbols of words. I am leaving
a position which you have rightly described as one of the
most exalted positions in England. To be Lord Chief
Justice of England, to be one of the illustrious line of my
predecessors, is, after all, a fitting termination to a lawyer's
life, however great his position may be. To sit in the
seat of the Lord Chief Justice, to administer the Courts of
England, to be the head of the judicial administration of
the criminal law of England, to direct the work of the Courts
of England, to take part in all the labours of administering
justice with the assistance of all my colleagues, is a position
which it is, indeed, hard to leave. But we have learned,